
Marriage in Christ
The truth of marriage that is both found in the natural law and revealed by Jesus in Matthew 19:4-6 is that 
marriage is to be between a man and a woman.  Consistently and continually proposed by faithful pastors 
and leaders throughout the centuries, saints even have given their lives to witness to the truth of marriage.  
This is also well expressed in the current Catechism of the Catholic Church, #2231-2400, and affirmed most 
recently by Pope Francis when he officially wrote in 2016 the following in Amoris Laetitia:

There is a failure to realize that only the exclusive and indissoluble union between a man and a woman 
has a plenary role to play in society as a stable commitment that bears fruit in new life. We need to 
acknowledge the great variety of family situations that can offer a certain stability, but de facto or same-sex 
unions, for example, may not simply be equated with marriage. (56)

Pope Francis continues to affirm this truth, most recently in a book-length interview titled, The Path to 
Change: Thoughts on Politics and Society, published in English on August 9, 2018.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that persons who experience same-sex attraction or identify as 
LGBT “must be accepted with respect, compassion, and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust discrimination in 
their regard should be avoided.”(2358)  All direct or indirect intimidation or harassment of any person in 
regard to their sexuality is unacceptable and an affront to human dignity.
 
Catholic moral teaching also holds that all persons, whatever their experience of sexuality, are called to 
lives of chastity in accord with their vocation and their state of life.  Neglect or failure to do so is likewise 
harmful to human dignity.  It is important to uphold this twofold teaching with clarity and compassion. 
However, clarity is not to be confused with or result in actions that exclude, demean, or renounce anyone. 
Nor is compassion to be confused with or result in actions that endorse or excuse morally wrong behavior or 
activities.

Since the Newman Center serves the University community, there are a number of resources that help 
to understand this important truth with clarity and compassion.  What is Marriage: A Defense by Ryan 
Anderson, recently published by Encounter Books.  It would also be important to give attention to the 
struggles that many experience regarding their sexuality.  Fr. Mike Schmitz, the pastor of the Newman Center 
in Duluth, provides a worthy reflection in Made for Love: Same Sex Attraction and the Catholic Church.  Both 
of these books are availble on the Lighthouse media stand at the Newman Center.   I also reccomend the free 
online film, Desire of the Everlasting Hills, and the Courage apostolate.  
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